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One Church for All 

Welcome 
Welcome to our Parish Profile. In this document 
we set out a description of our church, our parish 
and our mission. We hope this will form a good 
basis for helping you to discern if we are the right 
church for you to lead. 

PAC mission:  

Jesus communicated, celebrated and 
demonstrated. 
By the power of God's Spirit, we will seek to: 

• communicate Christ's gospel to the 
unchurched; 

• incorporate new believers into Christ's body; 

• educate all members towards maturity as 
Christ's disciples; 

• demonstrate Christ's love to each other and 
the world; and celebrate together the joy and 
hope of Christ's salvation. 

• to improve cultural understanding and 
respect for everyone.  

• to reach out more into the local community to 
offer hope and transformation through Jesus 
Christ. 

Who we are 

We are a multi-ethnic, cell-based church located 
in the south of Sydney in the St. George area 
and close to Hurstville.   

As our website states, Penshurst Anglican 
church is a church for all peoples with a focus on 
building Christian culture and a testimony to the 
power of the gospel over the influence of culture.  

With this in mind we meet together as one body 
from diverse backgrounds knowing that Jesus 
wants us to grow in understanding, love and 
respect for each other no matter what our cultural 
and ethnic differences.  

We are unique in this as we worship together in 
both Mandarin and English simultaneously with 
written and oral translations. We believe this 
shows respect for our diverse ethnic and cultural 
population. To worship in one’s own language 
facilitates deeper understanding of God’s word 
and living out that word.  
 
The ethnicities in our church community include 
Anglo, mainland and Hong Kong Chinese, 
Philippines, Malaysian, African, Nepalese, 
Cambodian, Sudanese and Indian.  

We focus on doing ‘life’ together through team 
ministries, cell groups, meals and cultural events, 
building our community through church camps 
and reaching out to our local and global partners 
in the gospel.  
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Our Calling 
 
We believe that we have a unique calling 
from God to be a multi-ethnic church, unified 
around the core values of inclusion and 
acceptance of our cultural and linguistic 
differences.   

We are committed to being a “glimpse of 
heaven” – an inclusive church in which "there 
is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus." (Galatians 3:28).   

We see our church as an important hub of 
community life and outreach. 

Our Focus 
The major focus at PAC has been on 
developing a multi-ethnic church community 
where Christians from culturally different 
backgrounds and languages can join together 
as one in worship and a supportive 
community.  

This is a work in progress and we have faced 
many challenges along the way.  Learning to 
be a united CALD community comes with 
many misunderstandings and 
misinterpretations.  Cross cultural awareness 
and understanding is essential and this is 
something we need to build on going forward 
into the future.  

We believe that Jesus is the one who unites 
across CALD barriers and we are blessed to 
see this occurring here at PAC and in the 
wider community. 

Our Vision 
Our vision is to see people from every tribe 
and tongue come to know the love of Jesus 
and to be His witnesses.  

 
Sunday Services 
We value inclusiveness across the ages and 

stages of life and as such have an early 
morning traditional service, family service 
with children’s ministry, and a small evening 
service for those who are unable to attend in 
the morning. 
 

 

"There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, 
nor is there male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus." (Galatians 3:28) 

Sunday Morning 
Prayer Book service 
with Holy Communion 

• 8:00am 

Sunday Morning 
Family Bilingual 
service in English and 
Mandarin, with 
fortnightly Holy 
Communion.   
Children go out to 
English-language 
Sunday School. 

• 10:30am 

• 6:00pm Sunday Evening 
informal Service with 
Holy Communion 
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Leadership Structure 

Currently the Parish Council has four members – our pastor and three wardens.  Four members also attend to advise on current issues and assist 
communicating matters to the wider Church body 
  
The broader work of the church is led by six teams. The people who have a particular interest in an aspect of church life connect with other people 
who care about that aspect, and when the good ideas come up, they can be discussed and worked through and put into action by the people 
involved in that area. 
 
Responsibilities of each team: 

Jesus 

Christ 

Support 
Team 

Worship 
Team 

Discipleship 
Team 

Children and  
Family Ministry 

Team 

Outreach 
Team 

Hospitality 
Team 

Worship 

Children and Family Ministry 

Discipleship 

Outreach 

Hospitality 

Support 

• Music  
• Technical  
• Service leading 

• Sunday School 
• Godly Play 
• Creche 
• Mothers Group 

• Welcomers 
• Cell Groups 
• Church camp 
• Youth Group 

• Overseas Missions 
• Local Social Action 
• Evangelism 

• Morning Tea 
• Parking 
• Sunday Lunch 
• Social activities 
• Special Events 

• Pastors 
• Parish Council 
• Communication Team 
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Discipleship 
• Promoting Christian growth by providing 

speakers for yearly church camp, 
interaction with cell groups and open 
meetings with visiting speakers. 

• Providing opportunities for prayer 
ministry. 

• Establishing an adult Sunday School. 

• Establishing an “Abundant Life” group for 
new Chinese members. 

 
Community Involvement 
In our attempt to work on our community, we 
do the following: 

• Our pastor teaches scripture in 
Penshurst Public School and visits 
Penshurst Girls High School campus for 
a scripture seminar once a month. 

• We invite members of the congregation 
and neighbourhood to join us in our 
Chinese Festival celebration to play 
games and have meals together. 

• We reach out to mothers and children in 
our neighbourhood during Chinese 
Festival Celebrations to establish 
relationship and give support to them. 

 
Missions 
We support St. George Hospital chaplaincy, 
Scripture in Penshurst Girls’ High School, 
Macarthur Indigenous Church, the Lees in 
SIM and the Friends in Indonesia. 

Children’s Ministry 
Our ministry for children aged 3 to 12 years was 
reviewed and refreshed in 2019, introducing a 
new Montessori-based Sunday School program 
called Godly Play.   

This new way focuses on the story telling aspect 
of sharing parables and bible stories, as well as 
allowing children to interact and respond to the 
story in their own way.  After an initial trial of the 
new format, several training sessions were 
scheduled to ensure teachers and helpers were 
familiar and comfortable with how to continue 
teaching young children the Gospel in the 
Montessori method.   

We have received positive feedback from 
teachers, students and parents on this new 
program, and have employed a part time family 
and children's minister to further support its roll 
out. 

Children in Years 7 to 9 attend a 'traditional' 
Sunday School program, the format of which is 
better suited for their age and needs.   

Children in senior high school join the main 
congregation for the sermon as part of the 
Sunday service. 

Youth Group 
 
Our Youth Group is called ComPACt Youth - 
it stands for a “community at PAC under 
Christ”.  Currently, we have a group of 10 
regulars who attend the Friday night session 
in the church hall, studying and debating a 
topical issue.  Our three youth group leaders 
are uni students who are passionate about 
guiding our youth in what it means to follow 
Jesus, learning the word of God and helping 
them connect with the wider Christian 
community of youth in Sydney.   

ComPACt Youth have participated regularly 
in para-church activities such as KYCK, 
RiceRally and NextGen.   

Upon finishing high school, our young people 
are invited to join ReCharge, the young 
adults cell group. 

Cells 
Cells meet regularly to share the Bible and 
their Christian experiences. 

Prayer 
We meet together to pray for the concerns of 
our church, our members and our world via:  

• an English prayer meeting every Sunday 
evening at 7pm.  

• Chinese prayer groups who meet on 
Tuesdays at 8pm and on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30am.  

• Individual members are supports in their 
request for individual prayer.  
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Our SWOT 
  

  

STRENGTHS 

- Welcoming, hospitable 

- Gifted, resourceful, capable people 

- Small groups to build spiritual maturity 

- Families and children’s pastor.  Offering a safe 
  play area for children 

- Variety of services, worship, teaching, preaching 

- Diversity of ethnic backgrounds and multicultural vision 

- Useful, convenient building with potential for growth 

OPPORTUNITIES 

- Reducing numbers in young adult age group 

- Retaining teenagers to continue their connection with church family 

- Only small % parishioners actively contribute to the life of the church. 
  Currently only 20% fully engaged in ministry areas (teams) 

- Volunteers needed for outreach in the community both local and 
  global 

- A large % of the congregation from outside the local community 

- More teaching for new Christians needed along with ongoing 
  discipleship 

- Corporate prayer life lacks connection across the church 

- CALD challenges with communication; misunderstandings, language 
  barriers, cultural differences.  More education and connection needed 

WEAKNESSES 

- Outreach to local community, schools, students, and the local  
  Chinese and emerging community 

- Outreach to groups that use the church building: ballet 
  groups, women’s groups, English language classes 

- Outreach to wider community: TEAR, prison ministry, refugees 

- Drawing in people through social events e.g. Autumn festival, 
  Chinese New Year 

- Renovating the building for better use 

THREATS 

- Overwhelmed with life stressors and church ministry 

- Fear of change,  

- Cultural fears, holding onto culture too tightly,  

- Feelings of inadequacy, ill equipped, not empowered for the 
  ministry ahead. 
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The Church Building 
 
The church was built in 1956 and a hall with 
extra classrooms was added in the 1970’s.  
Both buildings are in good condition.  There 
is on-site parking for around 30 cars. 

Plans are being developed to reconfigure 
the lower level and as a first stage, 
enclosing the breezeway between the 
church building and hall is projected to be 
finished later in 2020.  

We have set aside a building fund of 
AUD$330,000 for future renovations or 
extensions. 

The Rectory 
 
The rectory is located opposite to the church at the 
end of the Carrington Street "cul-de-sac". It is a two-
story house with 4 bedrooms and a study, 3 
bathrooms and a double garage. 

We also own a residence at 20 Dardanelles Street, 
Mortdale.  Situated close to Mortdale Public School, it 
is a two-story building with 6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 
and double garage. The property is currently leased 
out for extra income. 

These two properties provide the new rector with a 
choice of accommodation. 

Our Pastors 
 

 

Bart VandenHengel 

Senior Pastor 

Mobile: 0400 282 848 

Tiny Tse 

Family and Children's 

Pastor (Part time) 

Mobile: 0439 022 877 

20 Dardanelles Street, Mortdale 

Carrington Street “cul-de-sac” 
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From top right: Chinese bible study group, English ReCharge cell group, Chinese Friday night cell group, Church service worship team, English Thursday 
night cell group and 2019 Church Camp 
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Our New Rector 
 
Essential: 

• A God-fearing person with a deep personal faith and 
strong prayer life. 

• A relationship with God that is reflected in his 
relationship with his wife, his family and others. 

• Possesses strong leadership skills and is able to 
navigate conflict resolution situations. 

• Has a gift for teaching and able to relate the Bible to 
contemporary life. 

• A spiritual elder who can bring people to the Lord 
and guide their spiritual growth. 

• Has the ability to work inclusively with the numerous 
cultural backgrounds of our congregation and local 
community. 

• Able to listen and take the time to get to know people 
and walk with them on their life’s journey.  

• Openness to the Spirit of God and His leading, 
demonstrating a humility and life experience that 
translates into understanding those who are 
vulnerable and struggling.  

• Able to communicate effectively with church 
members and wider community.  

• Embodies a strong commitment to providing pastoral 
care to members and those in need.  

Desirable: 

• To be well informed on world and emerging social 
matters, erudite and aware of opportunities in use 
of social media.  

• Able to understand and manage the financial 
activities of the church.  

• Build collaboration and facilitate information 
sharing across the church groups and 
membership.  
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