
PAC Online Banking

Since our church services have been cancelled until further notice, please give your offer-
tory by direct debit using the banking details below:

Westpac Bank, Mortdale
St Johns General Fund
Account BSB: 032167
Account No: 870821

Pray for the selection of a new Rector 

Our Nominators tell us that they are proceeding at great speed to find a new 

rector for our church. Pray as they deliberate on this very important decision 

and interview the candidates.  

Bart has informed the new Parish Council that his last Sunday at PAC will be on 

the 20th of December. If no rector is found by then, an interim locum will be 

appointed by the Parish Council. 

Pray for the Mandarin-speaking Congregation 

Since the day that Aisen resigned, the Chinese congregation has been without a 

Minister. Our regional Bishop, Peter Lin, has suggested that we should employ 

someone temporarily, on a “causal contract” basis (that is, a contract that is 

reviewed every 3 months). This person would serve only as a locum to cover the 

interim period until a new Rector is appointed to replace Bart. 

Peter added, however, that there is one problem: currently, no Chinese clergy 

are available to serve as locum, and it may be very difficult to get someone in 

the middle of the year.  

Pray for our Missionaries 

David Lakos, senior chaplain at St. George Public Hospital in Kogarah. 

Elizabeth McDougall, Special Religious Education (SRE) teacher at 

Penshurst Girls High School. 

Andrew and Julie (with their two sons) in Indonesia. 

Michael Duckett at Macarthur Indigenous Church in Campbeltown. 

A family preparing to serve with SIM in Asia. 

Please pray! 

Galatians: 

The Plain Truth of the Gospel

Today: Good News for All People
. 

You are invited to see the Kingdom of God. 

August 30, 2020 

Today:  

“Change Can Stir Up 
Opposition” 



P r e a c h i n g p r o g r a m

August 30 “Change Can Stir Up Opposition” Nehemiah 4:1-23 

September 

6 
“The Burden of Change” Nehemiah 5:1-19 

September 

13 
“Potential Division” Nehemiah 6:15– 7:5 

Current Sermon Series: Nehemiah; “Out of  the Ashes!” 
What’s the future hold for us? Can we rebuild our world our of the ashes of the 
Covid-19 pandemic? Can grief be a springboard to greater faith? These are 

some of the questions we will explore in this 12-week series of sermons.  

New Arrangements for Sunday Services 
As the Covid-19 pandemic gets increasingly contained and issues of personal 
health and safety are brought under control, our church services will be able 
gradually return to normal. In the meantime, we need to be vigilant while, at the 

same time, adapting to the needs of our church members. 

As you may have seen from last Sunday’s ‘Voice’, interest was expressed by the 
Mandarin-speaking cell leaders that we rearrange our 11am service to accom-
modate a bi-lingual sermon. It was noted, however, with a translated sermon usu-
ally taking around 40 minutes of time (20 minutes per language), this would
mean reducing the time currently given to worship and prayer, as well as elimi-

nating Holy Communion altogether. 

With this in mind, we agreed to trial this format on Sunday September 6th at
11am . The service will run for approximately one hour, totally bilingual, with the
following order: 

 Opening Hymn

 Call to Worship using a responsive reading from the Psalms

 Bible reading and Sermon (with Children's Program in hall)

 Prayer

 Closing Hymn

As for the 9:30am service, it will continue as follows, finishing in 30-40 minutes. 

 3 Bi-lingual Hymns or Songs interspersed with Liturgy

 Responsive Reading from the Psalms

 Extensive Prayer time

 Holy Communion

 Final Hymn and Dismissal

Please remember that on-line registration for both of these services is required. If 
you can’t do this, please ask a friend to help or SMS Doris with your FULL name, 
contact number and which session you would like to attend (0408926092).

A Report from the Mandarin-speaking Cell Leaders 

(Recently, Bart met with the leaders of the Mandarin-speaking cell groups.

Below is a report of that meeting.)

In the coming 6 months, we will be facing a lot of changes. It is important for us, 
therefore, to identify key priorities that will keep us moving forward through this 
time. In last Sunday’s meeting with the Mandarin-speaking cell leaders, the fol-

lowing priorities were discussed: 

Priority 1-- Discipleship

Currently, there are around 60 ppl joining the Mandarin-speaking cell groups. 

This is commendable and the efforts of the group leaders are much appreciated. 

Most of the cell groups are using 丰盛生命 (The Abundant Life) as the basic Bible 

study materials. Even though the content is mainly on Christian basics, it is still 

helpful for spiritual growth and nurturing. Unfortunately, many on the fringe of 

our church are not yet willing to join any cell group.  

Priority 2- Pastoral Care

The recruitment of a Mandarin-speaking Pastor is our long-term goal. In the 

meantime, however, it is decided that the cell group leaders will continue to care 

for their members until we have a clearer idea of what God has for us in the 

coming year.  

Priority 3- Having a Sunday Service with Sermon 

Many in the Mandarin-speaking congregation are not listening to the online trans-

lated sermon. (An average of around 30 people listen weekly). At the same time, 

few Mandarin-speakers are coming to the existing church services. Reasons for

this low attendance include:  1- Not being familiar with online booking proce-

dures. 2- Not willing to come when no sermon is offered in the service. 3- Reluc-

tance to join in a big group gathering. 

Bart explained that NSW Health guidelines encourage us to keep our services to 

a maximum of one hour. Holding an indoor service of more than an hour greatly 

increases the risk of virus transmission. It is decided that, starting on Sunday, Sep-

tember 6, the 11 am service will change its format to include a shortened, trans-

lated sermon. A children’s program will also be offered in the hope that more 

families will attend. If response to this is positive, we will consider holding anoth-

er service on Sunday afternoon.  
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