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If this was a normal year, my report would have been given on March 22 and I would have been 
talking about the joys of ministry! Do you remember? We were just about to host a Moore College 
Mission and launch into a special evangelistic weekend, offering donkey rides, a jumping castle, an 
animal farm, and lots of free food to our Penshurst Community. Even Jesus was going to make an 
appearance on a donkey! But, alas, it never happened! Instead, we got Covid-19, a global pandemic 
which brought all of our plans to a screeching halt! No AGM, and no Palm Sunday, Good Friday or 
Easter church services. And certainly no evangelistic weekend. I even had to forego my Long-Service 
Leave and postpone my plans for retirement!  

To top it all off, a few weeks later we received Aisen’s resignation letter. His sudden departure on 
May 31st has put a large hole in our church ministry. After 8 years at PAC, I watched as Aisen 
developed many wonderful gift of ministry and some significant relationships with our members. We 
were all surprised and saddened that he had to leave. The only positive aspect of his departure was 
that the Covid-19 lockdown made it a bit easier to accommodate the upheaval. Many people, 
especially Tiny, Jian and Li, have stepped up to translate my sermons into Mandarin. I am also 
thankful for the Mandarin-speaking cell leaders who agreed to take over the leadership of the PAC 
WeChat group.  

As you can appreciate, we have been trying to keep up some form of pastoral care to all our 
members through a system of prayer triplets and online ZOOM meetings, but it’s not the same as 
meeting face to face. In fact, I hope that you are as eager as I am to resuming church service on 
August 2. Of course, it will be very different to the way we used to meet in the past! Not only will we 
need to arrive early and do all the required social distancing and hand hygiene, but we will also need 
to ‘book’ a seat online for one of our two Sunday church services. No one will be allowed entry 
without booking, for this is only way we can restrict our numbers to 50 while also keeping 
mandatory attendance records for contact tracing in the event of an outbreak. Services will be at 
9:30am and 11am, and only 30 minutes in duration. There will be no sermon and no singing. A time 
of reflection, the responsive reading of Scripture, prayer and Holy Communion will, at the very least, 
give us a time to reconnect face to face in worship.  I hope this interim step will make us more aware 
of how much our spiritual community means to us and how important the church is in our weekly 
routine.  

Writing this report from our future retirement home in Mollymook, I can’t help but wonder how 
long it will be before the Nominators find my replacement? Be assured that my commitment is to 
stay at least until the end of this year, and I pray that God will give us the right person by then. And 
then there’s a replacement for Aisen! What should we do? With the helpful advice of our regional 
Bishop, Peter Lin, it has been decided that we hold off appointing a full-time assistant minister until 
the new Rector has come. In the meantime, there may be a possibility of finding someone on a part-
time basis to help us out with preaching. Even this, however, may not be easy.  

In other words, we are in quite a significant ‘transition period’ with a lot of unknowns ahead! All we 
can do is to commit our church to the Lord who, we trust, has these details in His hands and has 
marked His way out for us. If ever there was a time for prayer, it is now!  

As this will be my last AGM, let me say that I have thoroughly enjoyed leading this church over the 
past 24 years. When I arrived in 1997, I could never have imagined all the positive changes and 



experiences that God has brought to me as His beautiful and diverse people continue to come 
through our doors. I am very fulfilled as a human being and a Christian pastor because of you and 
what you mean to me! Please keep in touch or, better yet, come and visit us in Mollymook!  

There’s one last thing that I wish to mention. On July 12th, Kim and I will celebrate our 40th wedding 
anniversary. I have organised a small family gathering in Milton Anglican Church so Kim and I can 
renew our wedding vows to each other, “’til death us do part!” Let me, therefore, honour this 
wonderful and energetic woman, Kim Elizabeth VandenHengel, who has so faithfully walked by my 
side through this unusual vocation of pastoral ministry over these many years. While she has given 
up so much to be a ‘pastor’s wife’, I also know that she, like me, has been abundantly blessed 
through all the people God has brought into our lives! What does God have for us as a retired 
couple? That is yet to be determined. But whatever God brings our way, I know there are still many 
years ahead for us in service to our generous and kind Lord. Thank you for praying for us through 
this next transition!   

Sincerely in Christ,  

Bart          


