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Family and Children Pastor Report     08/2020 - 02/2021 (22.5 hrs/wk) 

Sunday services  
In mid March 2020, religious gatherings and services were suspended across the country as new 
restrictions were implemented. After four months of lockdown, PAC recommenced face to face church 
services on the 2nd of August.  In the beginning few weeks, 2 services were offered ( 9:30 & 11:00).  I 
assisted Bart in leading both worships.  As there was no sermon delivered in both services, online sermons 
were offered on our church website. I coordinated the translation, recording and uploading of Bart’s 
sermon for the Mandarin speaking congregants (Thanks Jian and Sun Li in helping.)  Children’s sermons 
were still offered online in 3 languages on a weekly basis.   
 
On 16th August, through a meeting with Chinese cell group leaders, it was reflected that many in the 
Mandarin-speaking congregation were not listening to the online translated sermon.  At the same time, 
few Mandarin-speakers are coming to the existing church services.  Reasons for this low attendance 
include:  1. Not being familiar with online booking procedures. 2.  Not willing to come when no sermon is 
offered in the service.  3. Reluctance to join in a big group gathering. So it was decided that, starting on the 
first Sunday of September, the 11 am service will change its format to include a shortened, translated 
sermon. A children’s program will also be offered in the hope that more families will attend.  Thus, online 
children sermons were no longer prepared from September. 
 
Since the 11:00 service is an entirely bi-lingual service, I worked with Bart in the preparation of slides, 
rundown of the service, and occasionally, interpretation of sermons. I am also responsible for the 
translation of ‘Voice’ in Chinese.  In order to compile to the Covid safe requirements, I worked with Doris 
and Michael on the record keeping and filing of attendance in each service. 
 
The last month of 2020 was exceptionally busy.  On the 6th December, a baptism was held at Oatley Bath, 
this is the last baptism of Bart’s service in PAC.  I assisted him in baptising 5 young people. Then we worked 
in full gear to prepare the retirement service of Bart, the Induction and Commencement services of Phill. 
Many, especially the Parish Council members, and Doris worked in overdrive in the preparation.  Even 
though it was a hectic month, it’s so rewarding to see PAC delivered memorable services to our retiring 
Rector and welcome our new Rector.   
 
I took 3 weeks’ annual leave in January 2021.  It was exciting to come back to work with a TEAM.  In the 
New Year, I still assist in the preparation of Chinese slides, the Chinese Voice, organizing musicians and 
occasional interpretation of sermon messages.  

 
Sunday school 
In mid July, the core member of Sunday school held a Zoom meeting to discuss the possibility of resuming 
Godly Play when the church came back to worship.  It is decided that, with some training and preparation, 
it is possible to resume Godly play in the fourth term.   
 
On 21st September, a Sunday school teachers’ meeting (ZOOM) was held and decided that Godly Play will 
resume in Term 4.  From 18th October to 6th December, 6 Godly Play lessons were taught to prepare 
children for the coming of Christmas.  The average attendance was around 5-7 with 8 teachers took up the 
roster.  Activities were held in main hall with COVID safe processes.  
 
On the 13th December, the whole church farewell Bart and Kim for their last day in PAC.  A video clip was 
prepared on behalf of the children as a gift for their 24 year faithful service. 
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After the summer break, the Sunday school Team met up after on 24th Jan for the preparation of the first 
term of 2021.  As the hall would be used for the split sermon time, lessons have moved to the lower 
Sunday School room (downstairs), which can hold 8-10 children.  The biggest number we had was on 14th 
February (Chinese New Year), but the average attendance remain between 5-7. We look forward in seeing 
more families coming back to worship after Easter. 
 
Church Safe Ministry 
With the new findings and recommendations for churches from the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse in 2018,  a new process on improved screening of volunteers was 
implemented by the Diocese. Thus, all volunteers need to be “cleared” before serving any ministry position 
involving children.  They have to complete a “Safe Ministry Check” (SMC) Form.  The Rector is to review 
and sign the form to make sure that the person is able to serve. I worked with Kathie in assisting Bart who 
is responsible to review and clear the Sunday school teachers prior to his retirement.  We continue to 
assist Phill in following up outstanding forms and keep track to those who will be serving in the future.  

 

Mothers’   Group 
Several mothers (5-6) meet up weekly through ZOOM Bible study and we continue to study the Gospel of 
Matthew.  In early December, we planned to have an outing in the city and sadly, it was cancel due to the 
sudden outbreaks in the CBD.  Social gathering restrictions continued to stricken over the Christmas period; 
and the group has gone through a quiet and safe summer break.  Bible study resume in February and we 
finally organized a face to face gathering in late February.  It is hope that we can have more gatherings in 
the future.  
 
Crèche  
As Godly Play cannot have younger children (under 4yrs old) in the class,  the crèche becomes very crucial 
to the families.  PAC has 2 areas designated as crèche, however, as the one in the sanctuary have a missing 
glass door and have been used for the set up of live streaming, it is not suitable to be used as a proper 
crèche. We are working on the repair of the glass door and try to restore the area in a more appropriate 
setting for young kids and their families ASAP.  
 
SRE  
After Aisen’s resignation, I took up his Penshurst SRE class. I completed the modules for the accreditation 
in teaching SRE in July 2020.  Then I started teaching every Wednesday during school term at Peakhurst 
West Public School. (Penshurst Public used the grounds of Peakhurst West while the school is demolished 
and rebuilt. ) I had three yr 3 students for the last 2 terms of 2020.   
 
2021’s  first SRE lesson starts on 3rd March.  The school moves back to its original address at Acacia Street 
at Penshurst.  Having the chance to teach in the brand new, high-tech campus is exciting.  I have 9 students 
this year from yr 3 and 4.  I treasure every moment to be able to share the Good News of Jesus to them.    
 

What children and family ministry will look like in 2021  

The pandemic has presented numerous challenges to church ministries, everyone has been trying really 
hard to re-establish/re-position to get our heads around. But I feel very grateful that in PAC, we have a 
bunch of brothers and sisters who faithfully serve the little ones and their families. 

In 2021, I look forward to see more PAC families coming back to church.  For Sunday school, we are 
planning and developing new stories for the rest of the year.  I also would like to see more mothers involve 
not only in Sunday school, but other ministry areas, even just to pray for the church. Surely, if there is any 
possibility to start a mother’s group for the English speaking mum, it would be marvellous.   
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The pre-COVID-19 world is gone, replaced by a ‘new normal’. The pandemic has a threat to long-
established and cherished patterns and this new landscape calls for both resilience and adaptation, 
embracing new ways of doing things and of being church.  Please pray that PAC leadership can see through 
the challenges and explore all the possibilities for significant, life-affirming changes for our parishioners.  

 

Your servant in Christ 

Pastor Tiny 


