
 
 
 

12 May 2020 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters 
 
Greetings in our Saviour’s name. 
 
Last Friday, the Prime Minister unveiled a three step roadmap for enabling Australia to move 
towards a COVIDsafe community. The evidence of the ‘flattening of the curve’ of COVID-19 
infections is a cause for cautious celebration as our nation enters Step 1 of the recovery, 
though no one should be deluded in thinking that the fight against COVID-19 is over. Step 3 
of the roadmap is not the return to social life as we knew it in 2019. This will not happen until 
a vaccine is discovered. The coronavirus is still a very real danger for us all, so that the need 
for ongoing vigilance is paramount, especially keeping the rules about physical distancing of 
1.5m and practising good handwashing hygiene.  My wife and I have downloaded the 
COVIDsafe App and I encourage everyone to do likewise. As Christians, we should be models 
of civil obedience in these measures. 
 
A summary of the Federal Government’s guidelines (link here) are as follows. 
 

 Step 1 will focus on carefully reopening the economy, and giving Australians 
opportunities to return to work and social activities, including gatherings of up to 10 
people, up to 5 visitors in the family home and some local and regional travel. 

 Step 2 builds on this with gatherings of up to 20 and more businesses reopening, 
including gyms, beauty services and entertainment venues like galleries and cinemas. 

 Step 3 will see a transition to COVIDsafe ways of living and working, with gatherings 
of up to 100 people permitted. Arrangements under step 3 will be the ‘new normal’ 
while the virus remains a threat. International travel and mass gatherings over 100 
people will remain restricted. 

 
However, while most of the nation entered Step 1 last weekend, our own Premier announced 
a modified schedule for loosening the restrictions in NSW as it enters Step 1 on Friday, 15 
May. Those measures relevant to parish life are as follows: 
 

 Outdoor gatherings of up to 10 

 Five visitors to households 

 Weddings with up to 10 guests 

 Funerals with 20 mourners indoors and 30 outdoors 

 Places of worship can have up to 10 people at religious gatherings. 
 
Our COVID-19 Task Force is working on the implications for parish life throughout the 
Government's recovery plan, including suggestions for what we should prepare for in Steps 2 
and 3. Please go to our COVID website https://sydneyanglicans.net/covid19 to view the full 
plan in an easy to read diagrammatic form.  However, we shall provide more detailed advice 
regarding Steps 2 and 3 in due course.  This letter contains our advice for the loosening of 
restrictions under Step 1.  
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Step 1 — Weddings & Funerals  
For weddings, the number of guests able to gather has mercifully been raised to a maximum 
of ten. However, physical distancing and handwashing hygiene measures must still apply, and 
to comply with Government regulations, the collection and (temporary) storage of contact 
details of all persons present. This will be a new measure for many of us, as we don’t normally 
keep contact details of those coming to church, especially visitors to occasional services. 
However, should a case of COVID-19 occur, this will be necessary so that the Health 
Department can undertake any contact tracing that is required. 
 
Similar conditions apply to funerals, though the maximum has now been lifted to 20 persons 
inside and 30 persons outside (e.g., at the graveside). 
 
Step 1 — Sunday Services  
While it is legally possible to have a service for a maximum of ten persons, our strong advice 
is that Step 1 is not the time to re-introduce Sunday public worship, especially for senior 
members of our community who are among the most vulnerable.  This position is supported 
by the unanimous decision of the six other Diocesan Bishops of NSW. Online services will 
continue to be our staple diet for some time to come, though the opportunity for watching them 
will allow us to invite up to five others into our homes, so that we can experience a little more 
physicality (even if socially distanced) in our fellowship. 
 
If, however, you decide to allow mid-week services for up to ten persons present in the building, 
may I stress that this must be a joint decision of both the rector and wardens. The wardens 
have certain responsibilities for the use of church trust property, including insurance matters. 
The same measures which apply for weddings and funerals, namely physical distancing, 
handwashing hygiene and recording contact details, will also be necessary for any religious 
gathering. The wardens, for example, should ensure that hand sanitisers are available at each 
entrance to the church building, and prominent notices promoting COVIDsafe practices for 
gatherings are displayed. You should also inform your Regional Bishop of your plans, so that 
he can advise you about how to minimise risks in your particular context. 
 
It is also important that whenever a service is held in the church building, that a thorough clean 
of the interior is undertaken. The Safe Work Australia website (link here) provides some 
guidelines. This would also apply should you decide to allow the church building to be open 
during the week. While it is possible for members of the public to use our churches for private 
prayer, this would need someone on duty to monitor COVIDsafe Guidelines, including the 
cleaning of the church premises after each person visits. These onerous restrictions need to 
be carefully managed before making a decision to reopen our church buildings for private 
prayer. When we reach Step 2, gatherings of up to 20 people will be permissible, but for most 
of our churches, this will not see a return to Sunday public worship. Nonetheless, it would be 
wise to be preparing now for the future, so that sufficient supply of hand sanitisers are procured, 
notices concerning COVIDsafe Community Guidelines are installed and a plan for the 
collection  and (temporary) storage of contact details of those attending any public gathering 
on church premises are in hand. 
 
Step 1 — Homes 
Up to five persons (including adults and children) are now allowed to visit homes.  However, 
physical distancing still applies and good handwashing hygiene should be practised. This will 
allow more people to make pastoral visits and hopefully, also open up the opportunity for small 
Bible study groups or a small groups gathering to watch an online service. We cannot direct 
what happens in our parishioners’ homes, but a gentle word of encouragement should go a 
long way. 
 
  

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/covid-19-information-workplaces
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The Future 
As I said previously, we should not be expecting to return to ‘2019 Normality’ any time soon. 
Until a vaccine is discovered, we shall be living with various restrictions, including physical 
distancing and handwashing hygiene. Certainly the financial normality of 2019 will not return 
for several years, as unemployment rises and confidence in the economy remains at a low 
ebb. It is highly unlikely that many of our churches will be able to return to Sunday public 
worship even under Step 3, given the seating capacity of our buildings and the restrictions on 
physical distancing.  While it is good to be well prepared for the opportunities of physically 
gathering our people together once again, we must be realistic about the nearness of this 
eventuality. For example, I doubt very seriously whether I shall be able to summon the first 
Ordinary Session of the next Synod this year, under the current Public Health Orders. This will 
present significant challenges for the governance of our Diocese. 
 
However, as the people of God have endured hardship in the past we should not be 
discouraged. Our God is securely on his throne and he can be trusted, regardless of the 
deprivations that we may currently experience. While Habakkuk’s prayer was in anticipation 
of a foreign invasion, as opposed to a viral invasion, his prayer might easily become ours at 
this present time. 

 
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls,  

yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Saviour. 
The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 

    he enables me to tread on the heights. 
Habakkuk 3:17-19 

 
 
With every good wish 
 

 Grace and peace 
 
 
 
 Glenn N Davies 
 Archbishop 
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