
1 
 

Family and Children Pastor Report     09/2019 - 07/2020 

Moving to Penshurst Anglican Church has been quite an adventure filled with uncertainty, change, but at 
the same time, anticipation.  Honestly, it is quite a challenge to do church ministry on a part time basis ~ 15 
hrs/wk.   

The last 4 months of 2019 saw some changes to Sunday school.  Previously, only 2 classes out of 4 in 
Sunday school were using the Godly Play program, but after completing the core training of Godly Play in 
early October, I was expected to execute the program to other classes.   As the coordinator, this was a 
challenging task.  Because recruiting teachers and helpers in Sunday school was not simply to get someone 
who is available to fill a vacant time slot, it is something to do with creating a space where people who 
serve in these ministry roles can joyfully and productively participate in the mission. Therefore, efforts 
were made through meeting with existing Sunday school teachers, identifying potential new volunteers, 
mentoring and refining the skills of those who have been teaching.  I owe Merilyn and Naomi a lot for their 
support and advice.  

In addition, keeping updated documentation is of utmost importance under the Diocese requirement, so 
there was a need to ensure that all leaders and volunteers in children's ministry were up to date with their 
Safe Ministry Training. There was the also the need to liaise with external vendors to complete and 
maintain WWCC record checks.   Selina and Kathie have been ever helpful in making my task easier.  

I continued seeking opportunity to partner with parents to facilitate the spiritual growth of their kids; 
either through debriefing after Sunday school, or weekday coffee catch up.  But the fortnightly Mothers 
group is one of the best opportunities to get some in-depth sharing and mentoring.  I feel so privileged to 
be with these mothers who spend Saturday nights supporting each other by reading the Bible, sharing 
about how this applies to the daily challenges of motherhood and praying together.  A big thank you to Jian 
for coordinating and networking the mothers on my behalf. 

Christmas activities are always the highlights of the year.  On 22nd December, our children had a special 
presentation in the 10:30 service ~ The “We Three Kings of Orient Are” was a joint effort of kids and their 
families, Sunday school teachers and the worship team.  After the presentation, Sunday school classes 
celebrated Christmas a little bit differently this year. Instead of a having a big party in the back hall, 
children and teachers went back to their own classes, told the story of St Nicholas, given presents (books) , 
and finished with a celebration party at the breezeway, where food and drinks were served. 

And there came the long waited summer holiday. I am grateful to have the opportunities to preach at the 

8:00 and 10:30 service when Bart was on leave.  While most of the teachers were taking a break during the 

holiday, core leaders of Sunday school were gearing up in early January to organize teaching schedules for 

2020 until ….  

Yes, the virus hit us hard.  When we started the new term in 2020, there was a sharp decline of the number 
of children and their families attending church. Classes were combined in most Sundays.  We also received 
comments and advice from parents regarding their concerns on the execution of Godly Play. By that time, 
the city of Wuhan was in lock down and the rumours on the widespread of the virus were brewing.  But 
the worst is yet to come. 

In mid March, religious gatherings and services were suspended across the country as new restrictions 

were implemented. The Archbishop encouraged churches to provide their services and sermons online or 

via other communication methods, people would need to be “creative” in finding different ways to meet 

up and comply with the government guidelines.  In our case, after discussion in the pastoral team meeting, 
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it was agreed upon that pastors were to prepare sermons through recorded audio clips and post them on 

the church website.   

From 22nd March, pre-recorded children’s talks in Mandarin and English were uploaded on our church 

website (Cantonese version was available a week later).  These children talks used the same Bible passages 

as the rest of the other online services.  We believed that through sharing the same bible passage, the 

whole family could share and reflect together. I received feedback from mothers that they found the 

children talks were helpful for them as well.  

Amazingly, mothers from the Mother’s group found Bible study through ZOOM was more effective and 

practical; they enjoyed the online catch ups.  So every Saturday night, we met online from 7:00 – 8:30 for 

Bible study.  We started a series on “The Kingdom of God”.  Numbers had been dropped after Aisen’s 

resignation, it was indeed a tough time for some mothers as they were close friend with Wendy and her 

family.  But after 2 weeks, some of them came back, and we had some new members joining as well. The 

commitments of these mothers were encouraging and impressed me. 

Following Aisen’s resignation, I took up some duties during the transition (as suggested by Bart), which 

included coordinating the online Chinese service and the preparation of the Chinese Voice.   I will be 

completing  the modules for the accreditation in teaching SRE in July and look forward to meeting the Yr 3 

and 4 kids at Penshurst Public in Term 3. 

The pandemic has changed how people practise their faith, so children’s ministry will continue to change 

as well.  But I do not consider these changes as problematic, rather as opportunities for the Holy Spirit to 

create in us new dreams and new approaches to positively influence kids.  As we begin to get back to 

worshipping together (in person), I’m looking forward to seeing where our journey together takes us and 

maybe even more importantly, the fun we’ll have along the way!  

 

Your servant in Christ 

Pastor Tiny 


